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Standard 6-5 The student will write for a variety of purposes and 
audiences. 

 

The teacher should continue to address earlier indicators as they apply to more 

difficult texts. 

 

Indicator 6-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, brochures, 
pamphlets, and reports) that use language appropriate 

for the specific audience.  
 
Definition of Revised Bloom’s Verb 

Create:    Put elements together to form a coherent or functional whole 
 

Explanation of Indicator 
Creating informational pieces of writing requires a different approach to composing. 
This type of writing is more authentic, is about knowledge that the writer has to 

share, gives information to explain realities or ideas, has a purpose that is related 
to a real-life situation, and is written for a specific audience. For example, students 

might create brochures on topics they are researching or on topics related to a unit 
of study or a piece of literature. Informational writing often relies on prompts of 
who, what, when, where, and how, provides facts and details, and develops those 

details rather than depending on general references. For example, in the sixth 
grade, an informational writing assignment might ask students to offer directions or 

instructions, create dictionary definitions for hard-to-learn vocabulary words, create 
a graphic organizer that might help them learn a difficult concept, or write a 
newspaper article related to an event in a piece of literature they are reading. 

 
Instructional Progression of Indicator 

The level of difficulty of the writing increases at each grade level. Additionally, 
some areas of focus for informational writing differ at each grade level.   

 

What do students need to know before they can understand 
informational writing?   

• Students need to understand the process of writing. 
• Students need to understand the difference between informational 

and creative writing. 
• Students need to know the characteristics of informational writing. 

Regardless of the type of information the writer is sharing, the 

writing should (a) engage the reader by establishing a context, 
creating a speaker’s voice, and developing reader interest; (b) 

provide a central question about an issue or situation which 
becomes the thesis; (c) create an organizing structure appropriate 
to the purpose, audience, and context; (d) include appropriate facts 

and details; (e) exclude unnecessary details and inappropriate 
information; (f) use a variety of strategies, such as describing or 

analyzing the subject, narrating a relevant anecdote, providing 
examples; (g) draw from more than one source of information, 
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such as books, newspapers, speakers; and (h) provide a sense of 
closure to the writing.  

• Informational writing has a variety of purposes, audiences, 
perspectives, and structures (for example, autobiographies, 

captions, diary entries, flyers).  
• Informational writing is explanatory, based on reality, and relies on 

knowledge, facts, and details. 

 
Within informational writing, what have students been taught 

and what will they be taught in the future?  
The words in bold indicate a change from grade to grade. 
K-5.1 Use symbols (drawings, letters, and words) to create written 

communications (for example, notes, messages, and lists) to inform a 
specific audience. 

1-5.1 Create written communications (for example, thank you notes) for a 
specific audience. 

2-5.1 Create written communications (for example, directions and 

instructions) to inform a specific audience. 
3-5.1 Create written communications (for example, friendly letters that 

include a greeting, body, closing, and signature and invitations 
that include the time, date, and place of the event).  

4-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, postcards, flyers, letters, 
and e-mails) that use language appropriate for the specific 
audience. 

5-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, book reviews and 
newsletter articles) that use language appropriate for the specific 

audience.  
6-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, brochures, pamphlets, and 

reports) that use language appropriate for the specific audience.  

7-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, book, movie, or product 
reviews and news reports) that use language appropriate for a 

specific audience.  
8-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, reports and letters of 

request, inquiry, or complaint) that use language appropriate for 

the specific audience.  
E1-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, letters of request, inquiry, 

or complaint) that use language appropriate for the specific audience.  
E2-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, résumés, memos, letters of 

request, inquiry, or complaint) that use language appropriate for the 

specific audience. 
E3-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, résumés, memos, letters of 

request, inquiry, or complaint) that use language appropriate for the 
specific audience. 

E4-5.1 Create clear and concise career-oriented and technical writings (for 

example, memos, business letters, résumés, technical reports, and 
information analyses).  
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When teaching informational writing, what connections, links, 
or ties can be made to other indicators and/or content areas? 

6-2.1 Analyze central ideas within and across informational texts. 
6-2.2 Analyze informational texts to draw conclusions and make inferences. 

6-2.3 Summarize author bias based on the omission of relevant facts and 
statements of unsupported opinions.   

6-2.4 Create responses to informational texts through a variety of methods 

(for example, drawings, written works, oral and auditory presentations, 
discussions, and media productions).  

6-2.5 Interpret information that text elements (for example, print styles and 
chapter headings) provide to the reader.  

6-2.6 Interpret information from graphic features (for example, illustrations, 

graphs, charts, maps, diagrams, and graphic organizers).  
6-2.7 Interpret information from functional text features (for example, tables 

of contents and glossaries).  
6-2.8 Predict events in informational texts on the basis of cause-and-effect 

relationships. 

6-2.9  Identify propaganda techniques (including testimonials and 
bandwagon) in informational texts. 

6-2.10 Read independently for extended periods of time to gain information. 
6-4.1  Organize written works using prewriting techniques, discussions, 

graphic organizers, models, and outlines.  
6-4.2 Use complete sentences in a variety of types (including simple, 

compound, and complex sentences) in writing. 

6-4.3 Create multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central idea with 
supporting details and use appropriate transitions between paragraphs.  

6-4.4 Use grammatical conventions of written Standard American English, 
including 
• main and subordinate clauses, 

• indefinite pronouns, 
• pronoun-antecedent agreement, and 

• consistent verb tenses. 
 (See Instructional Appendix: Composite Writing Matrix.)  
6-4.5 Revise writing to improve clarity, tone, voice, content, and the 

development of ideas. (See Instructional Appendix: Composite Writing 
Matrix.)  

6-4.6 Edit for the correct use of written Standard American English, including  
• punctuation 

– semicolon, 

– commas to enclose appositives, and 
– commas to separate introductory clauses and phrases.  

 (See Instructional Appendix: Composite Writing Matrix.) 
6-4.7 Spell correctly using Standard American English. 
6-6.1 Clarify and refine a research topic. 

6-6.2 Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summaries to incorporate into 
written, oral, auditory, or visual works the information gathered from a 

variety of research sources.  
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6-6.3 Use a standardized system of documentation (for example, a list of 
sources with full publication information and the use of in-text 

citations) to properly credit the work of others.  
6-6.4 Use vocabulary (including Standard American English) that is 

appropriate for the particular audience or purpose. 
6-6.5 Use appropriate organizational strategies to prepare written works, oral 

and auditory presentations, and visual presentations. 

6-6.6 Select appropriate graphics, in print or electronic form, to support 
written works, oral presentations, and visual presentations. 

6-6.7 Use a variety of print and electronic reference materials. 
6-6.8 Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, 

constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing 

information.  
 

Classroom Assessment  
Students should be taught and assessed using similar methods. For example, in 
this indicator, the verb is “create.” Therefore, students should be required to create 

a variety of informational writing throughout the year. Classroom assessment 
should be based on the domains and descriptors in the South Carolina Extended 

Response Scoring Rubric found on the SCDE Web page under the Office of 
Assessment PASS Writing section. 

 
Suggested Instructional Resources 
Professional Texts 

Calkins, Lucy and Pessah, Laurie. (2003). Nonfiction Writing: Procedures and 
 

Reports. Portsmouth, New Hampshire: Heinemann. 
 
Fletcher, Ralph. (1993). What a Writer Needs. Portsmouth, New Hampshire:  

 
Heinemann. 

 
Gallagher, Kelly. (2006). Teaching Adolescent Writers. Portland, ME: Stenhouse. 
 

Koehler, Susan. (2007). Crafting Expository Papers. Gainesville, FL: Maupin House  
 

Publishing. 
 
Portalupi, Joann and Fletcher, Ralph. (2001). Nonfiction Craft Lessons:  

 
Teaching Informational Writing K-8. Portland, Maine: Stenhouse Publishers. 

 
Student Texts 
There are many titles that teachers and students may select to better understand 

informational writing. Library Media Specialists from the South Carolina Association 
of School Librarians (SCASL) are collaborating with the South Carolina Department 

of Education to provide a sampling of texts to match the indicators. This will 
continue be a work in progress. Teachers should collaborate with their library media 
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specialists for additional suggestions. These titles can be used for read alouds, 
shared reading, and independent reading. While each title on the list has been read 

and reviewed by professionals, some of these titles may not meet the needs of 
each classroom environment. Teachers are encouraged to read the texts prior to 

using them in class. Use the following link for the SCASL suggested texts. 
http://scasl.pbwiki.com/ELA+Standards  

Nonprint Materials 

http://www.readwritethink.org 
 http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_viewasp?id=289 

 http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_viewasp?id=68 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_viewasp?id=311 

 

http://www.teachersfirst.com 
 http://www.teachersfirst.com/etsource.cfm?id=7122 

http://www.ndaviess.kwe.in.us/elemshare/Teachers/jweathers/Mediev
al.htm 

 

http://www.webenglishteacher.com/expwriting.html 
 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/languagearts/secondary/writingacross 
 

http://www.learnnc.org/topics/writing/exemplars/09/informational/intro.html 
 This is an excellent site with actual student writing rated as low, medium, 
and high, with comments from the reader of the writing. 

 
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/Grade%204%20-

%20Unit%202%20Informational%20Writing.pdf?p=6CC6799F8C1371F68773D2636631
F3434099A192773C357B05E6F1F2C0A2A969&Type=D 
 

http://wgu.educommons.net/liberal-arts/rhetorical-and-critical-writing-after-11-1-
2008/a61.html 

http://archive.metrostate.edu/writingcenter/clues/inform.html 

For additional Internet sources, use the following search terms: 

• Informational writing 
• Expository writing 

 
Instructional Matrices 
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/offices/matrices 

 

http://scasl.pbwiki.com/ELA+Standards
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_viewasp?id=289
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_viewasp?id=68
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_viewasp?id=311
http://www.teachersfirst.com/
http://www.teachersfirst.com/etsource.cfm?id=7122
http://www.ndaviess.kwe.in.us/elemshare/Teachers/jweathers/Medieval.htm
http://www.ndaviess.kwe.in.us/elemshare/Teachers/jweathers/Medieval.htm
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/expwriting.html
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/languagearts/secondary/writingacross
http://www.learnnc.org/topics/writing/exemplars/09/informational/intro.html
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/Grade%204%20-%20Unit%202%20Informational%20Writing.pdf?p=6CC6799F8C1371F68773D2636631F3434099A192773C357B05E6F1F2C0A2A969&Type=D
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/Grade%204%20-%20Unit%202%20Informational%20Writing.pdf?p=6CC6799F8C1371F68773D2636631F3434099A192773C357B05E6F1F2C0A2A969&Type=D
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/Grade%204%20-%20Unit%202%20Informational%20Writing.pdf?p=6CC6799F8C1371F68773D2636631F3434099A192773C357B05E6F1F2C0A2A969&Type=D
http://wgu.educommons.net/liberal-arts/rhetorical-and-critical-writing-after-11-1-2008/a61.html
http://wgu.educommons.net/liberal-arts/rhetorical-and-critical-writing-after-11-1-2008/a61.html
http://archive.metrostate.edu/writingcenter/clues/inform.html
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/offices/matrices

