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Standard 8-4 The student will create written work that has a clear 
focus, sufficient detail, coherent organization, effective 

use of voice, and correct use of the conventions of 
written Standard American English.  

 

The teacher should continue to address earlier indicators as they apply to 

more difficult texts.  
 
Instructional appendixes are provided as the baseline expectations for 

instruction and are not intended to be all-inclusive documents. 

 

Indicator 8-4.3 Create multiple-paragraph compositions that include a 
central idea with supporting details and use appropriate 

transitions between paragraphs. 
 
Definition of Revised Bloom’s Verb 

Create   Put elements together to form a coherent or functional 
whole; reorganize elements into a new pattern or 

structure. 
 
Explanation of Indicator 

Students in Grade 8 will write for a variety of purposes and audiences. There 
is no one organizational structure appropriate for all pieces. Giving students a 

formula as to how many sentences or paragraphs a piece of writing should 
contain actually limits them. Instead, teachers should help students develop 
a variety of organizational strategies that can be applied appropriately to 

match the genre, purpose, and audience of each piece of writing.  
 

The single most important component in teaching students how to organize 
writing is the use of literary models. Teachers should provide students with 
numerous examples of the kind of writing they are asked to produce. Before 

writing a letter of request, students should read and analyze a number of 
letters of request, concentrating on exactly how the various authors 

organized their letters. Editorials will be organized very differently from 
letters of request, and students should study the organization of many 

examples of editorials before writing their own. 
 

Ideally, teachers will create their own writing to use as models in teaching 

students how to organize. Modeling several examples of the same type of 
writing students are being asked to produce will show students how one type 

of writing may be organized in a variety of ways. 
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Instructional Progression of Indicator 
As the texts students create become more sophisticated, organization at 

each grade level may become more challenging.  
 

What do students need to know before they can create organized 
writing? 
To be successful in creating well-organized pieces of writing, students must 

draw upon prior learning in the areas of reading and writing. Skills that 
students will draw upon include: 

 Recognizing/evaluating different types of texts 
 Producing texts for different purposes and audiences  
 Sequencing logically and effectively 

 Using transitional devices 
 Recognizing/creating adequate supporting evidence 

 Discriminating between fact and opinion 
 Comparing and contrasting 
 Making predictions 

 
Within the study of organizing writing, what have students been 

taught and what will they be taught in the future? The words in bold 
indicate a change from grade to grade. 

5-4.3 Create multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central 
idea with supporting details and use appropriate transitions 
between paragraphs. 

6-4.3 Create multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central 
idea with supporting details and use appropriate transitions 

between paragraphs. 
7-4.3 Create multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central 

idea with supporting details and use appropriate transitions 

between paragraphs. 
8-4.3 Create multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central 

idea with supporting details and use appropriate transitions 
between paragraphs. 

E1-4.3 Create multiple-paragraph compositions that have an 

introduction and a conclusion, include a coherent thesis, 
and use support (for example, definitions and 

descriptions). 
E2-4.3 Create multiple-paragraph compositions that have an 

introduction and a conclusion, include a coherent thesis, and use 

support (for example, definitions and descriptions). 
E3-4.3 Create multiple-paragraph compositions that have an 

introduction and a conclusion, include a coherent thesis, and use 
support (for example, definitions and descriptions). 

E-4.3 Create multiple-paragraph compositions that have an 

introduction and a conclusion, include a coherent thesis and use 
support (for example, definitions and descriptions). 
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When teaching the organization of writing, what connections, links, 
or ties can be made to other indicators and/or content areas? 

Students in Grade 8 demonstrate their knowledge of the organization of 
writing through the application of the following indicators: 

 
8-1.1 Compare/contrast ideas within and across literary texts to 

make inferences.  

8-1.2 Explain the effect of point of view on a given literary text. 
8-1.5 Analyze the effect of the author’s craft (including tone and the 

use of imagery, flashback, foreshadowing, symbolism, 
irony, and allusion) on the meaning of literary texts. 

8-2.2 Compare/contrast information within and across texts to draw 

conclusions and make inferences. 
8-4.1  Organize written works using prewriting techniques, discussions, 

graphic organizers, models, and outlines. 
8-4.5 Revise writing to improve clarity, tone, voice, content, and the 

development of ideas. (See Instructional Appendix: Composite 

Writing Matrix.) 
8-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, reports and letters of 

request, inquiry, or complaint) that use language appropriate for 
the specific audience.  

8-5.2 Create narratives (for example, memoirs) that communicate the 
significance of particular personal relationships.  

8-5.3 Create descriptions for use in other modes of written works (for 

example, narrative, expository, and persuasive).  
8-5.4 Create persuasive pieces (for example, editorials, essays, or 

speeches) that support a clearly stated position with concrete 
evidence.  

8-6.2 Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summaries to 

incorporate into written, oral, auditory, or visual works the 
information gathered from a variety of research sources. 

8-6.5 Use appropriate organizational strategies to prepare written 
works, oral and auditory presentations, and visual 
presentations. 

8-6.8 Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, 
constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, evaluating 

credibility, and selecting and organizing information. 

Classroom Assessment 

Students should be taught and assessed using similar methods. Therefore, 
students should be assessed on their ability to apply in their writing the 

organizational strategies they have been taught. This can be accomplished in 
a number of ways. In addition to organizing their own pieces of writing, 
students can benefit from reading and analyzing the organization of a variety 

of written pieces. Students should have direct instruction on organizational 
strategies and be given numerous opportunities to create and organize their 

own pieces of writing. 
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Strategies to assist students with organizing writing and which can be used 

as formative and/or summative assessments include: 
 Creating numerous pieces of writing in a variety of genres and for 

various purposes and audiences 
 Experimenting with organizing a single piece of writing in two (or 

more) different ways 

 Determining the components of a piece of writing that contribute to its 
organization 

 Collecting examples of writing with effective leads or introductions 
 Collecting examples of writing with effective conclusions 
 Developing charts showing effective transitional devices 

 Explaining the techniques that an author uses to move a reader 
through a piece of writing 

 Collecting examples of writing that use unusual methods of 
organization 

 Collecting examples of writing that use unconventional methods of 

transition 
 Evaluating the organization of professional pieces of writing (cold 

texts) 
 Using the Extended Response Rubric to evaluate the organization of 

their own writing 

Suggested Instructional Resources 

Professional Texts 
Culham, Ruth. 6 + 1 Traits of Writing. NY, NY:  Scholastic, 2003. 

Fletcher, Ralph. What a Writer Needs. Portsmouth, NY:  Heinemann, 1993. 

Laminack, Lester L. Cracking Open the Author’s Craft. NY, NY: Scholastic, 

2007.  
Lane, Barry. After The End. Portsmouth, NY:  Heinemann, 1993. 

Ray, Katie Wood. What You Know by Heart. Portsmouth, NY:  Heinemann, 
2002. 

Student Texts 

There are many titles that teachers and students may select to better 
understand organizing writing. Library Media Specialists from the South 
Carolina Association of School Librarians (SCASL) are collaborating with the 

South Carolina Department of Education to provide a sampling of texts to 
match the indicators. This will continue to be a work in progress. Teachers 

should collaborate with their library media specialists for additional 
suggestions. These titles can be used for read-alouds, shared reading, and 
independent reading. While each title on the list has been read and reviewed 

by professionals, some of these titles may not meet the needs of each 
classroom environment. Teachers are encouraged to read the texts prior to 

using them in class.  
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Nonprint Materials 

http://www.readwritethink.org 

http://www.learnnc.org 

http://www.lpb.org 

http://www.lpb.org/education/classroom/itv/litlearn/ 

http://www.readingquest.org 

http://www.readingquest.org/strat/ 

http://scholastic.com 

http://scholastic.com/newszone/ 

http://timeforkids.com 

http://timeforkids.com/TFK/ 

http://www.scetc.org 

http://www.scetc.org/education/streamlinesc/index.cfm 

http://www.ciconline.org 
http://www.ciconline.org/english 

http://www.carolhurst.com 
http://www.carolhurst.com/titles/6th.html 

http://literacynet.org 

http://literacynet.org/cnnsf/archives.html 

http://www.iclasses.org 

http://www.iclasses.org/assets/literature/index.cfm  
full text of fiction and nonfiction selections 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com 

http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.learnnc.org/
http://www.lpb.org/
http://www.lpb.org/education/classroom/itv/litlearn/
http://www.readingquest.org/
http://www.readingquest.org/strat/
http://scholastic.com/
http://scholastic.com/newszone/
http://timeforkids.com/
http://timeforkids.com/TFK/
http://www.scetc.org/
http://www.scetc.org/education/streamlinesc/index.cfm
http://www.ciconline.org/
http://www.ciconline.org/english
http://www.carolhurst.com/
http://www.carolhurst.com/titles/6th.html
http://literacynet.org/
http://literacynet.org/cnnsf/archives.html
http://www.iclasses.org/
http://www.iclasses.org/assets/literature/index.cfm
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/

